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Jamaica stands with the International community In
commemorating today (July 30) as World Day Against
Trafficking in Persons.

Human trafficking is a despicable crime which cuts into the
core fabric of human rights and leaves devastating long-term
Impacts on victims, families and communities. In order to
combat this scourge, the Government of Jamaica has
Implemented the necessary legislative framework, and
initiated robust partnerships with key stakeholders and
bilateral partners. We have an unwavering commitment to the
successful prosecution of traffickers and dismantlement of
the complex transnational criminal networks.. Jamaica also
places high priority on addressing the conditions which give
rise to trafficking, while providing a robust support system for
victims, including the most vulnerable, such as women and
children.

This year’s national theme, “Trapped Behind the Scam:
Exposing and Disrupting Human Trafficking”, alighs with the
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broader theme of the United Nations and fittingly reflects our
recognition of the emerging challenges to our collective efforts
In dealing with the scourge of trafficking.

Trafficking in persons involves creating a trap filled with deceit
and unexpected outcomes. Its evolving nature, particularly
through the use of technology for recruitment and coercion,
places our youth and women at even greater risk. Jamaica’s
efforts therefore must also continue to evolve.

That being said, we take care to ensure that Jamaica’s efforts
to tackle human trafficking are alighed with established best
practices in various regional and multilateral fora, including
the United Nations Convention against Transnational
Organized Crime as well as the Global Plan of Action to
Combat Trafficking in Persons. These national efforts continue
to be buttressed by the work of the inter-agency National Task
Force Against Trafficking in Persons (NATFATIP), which
commemorated its twentieth anniversary in 2025, and in which
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Foreign Trade is honoured to
provide critical support.

As we observe World Day Against Trafficking in Persons, |
reiterate Jamaica’s steadfast commitment to the elimination
of trafficking in persons and the dismantling of the criminal
networks that facilitate this heinous crime in Jamaica and
across the region.
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